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‘The governments current     
inaction is creating nothing 
short of a mental health crisis’
By LOUIE HUGHES

newsdesk@men-news.co.uk
@MENnewsdesk

EACH and every day, many Man-
chester residents leave their flats 
with merely the hope that when 
they return from work, their build-
ing will still be standing. 
   With June 14 marking two-years 
since the Grenfell Tower tragedy, 
in which 72 people lost their lives, 
the question on the minds of the 
estimated 40,000 UK residents of 
private blocks, cladded in equally 
unsafe material, is: How many 
more must die for action to be 
taken?

            
   

 As a result of developers, free-
holders and managing agents all 
shirking responsibility, the bill to 
remediate works has fallen at the 
feet of leaseholders. With four and 
five figure sums being quoted, the 
threat to residents physical health 
isn’t the only concern keeping them 
awake at night.
   In a survey shared with victims 
of Manchester’s cladding scandal: 
75% of 36 respondents, across 
three blocks stated that their mental 
health had been negatively impact-
ed as a direct result of the cladding 
scandal.
   Mark Bottrell, a leaseholder in 
Manchester’s City Gate apartment 
complex, said: “I’m prone to panic 
attacks and I’m getting more and 
more because I am constantly 
worried.”
   Mark was made redundant in 
January after working within the 
same company for 22 years and the 
title of ‘unemployed’ is weighing 
heavily on his options. 
   “If they ask for this money, I 
can’t get a loan, I can’t remortgage 
and if it is 20 odd grand, I don’t 
have the savings for that. If that 
happens, as the leaseholder of this 
property, the freeholders can turn 

round and take my flat off me.” He 
said. 
   Mark’s financial concerns were 
echoed by respondents, with 89% 
stating that their financial situation 
had been negatively effected by the 
cladding scandal.
   Julie Holland, another City Gate 
resident, has found herself “in 
limbo” following the birth of her 
first child. She said: “My 
plan was to sell the flat 
around about now 
and trade it in for 
a family home. 
Now, I find 
myself having 
to rent myself 
somewhere 
bigger, which 
is massively 
expensive.
   “It’s hard work, 
especially when 
I’ve just had a baby. It’s 
probably the most expensive time 
of my life so I’m desperate to just 
move on.
   “I’ve been completely mislead. 
I just don’t understand how I’ve 
found myself here.”
   Julie currently lives in Dublin, 
with her partner and child, only 

returning to her Manchester flat for 
work. The aforementioned finan-
cial uncertainty has resulted in her 
being unable to move her family, 
and life, back to Manchester. 
   She said: “It’s my first baby, and 
there’s a lot hormonal changes 
going on. I didn’t realise how much 
it would impact me emotionally. 
Added to that, I was having a baby 

in a different country.
   “When going 

through all those 
emotional changes 

anyway, the one 
thing I thought 
I had under 
control was 
my financial 
situation. To find 

out someones 
asking for money 

I couldn’t dream of 
having, it was a real 

strain emotionally.”
   Due to be married in May 2020, 
Julie and her fiancé may have to 
put the champagne on ice if the 
quoted figures become a reality.
   Some respondents went as far as 
to state that their physical health 
had been directly impacted, with 
17% agreeing to various degrees. 

Mark Bottrell was one of those. He 
stated that, despite having more 
time on his hands, for weeks on 
end he wouldn’t attend the gym at 
all. He said: “I’m waking up later, 
I hadn’t been to the gym for three 
weeks and I used to go every day. 
You loose all those endorphins that 
make you happy.”
   The mental, financial and physi-
cal wellbeing of locals has proven 
to have been greatly impacted by 
the cladding scandal and, until very 
recently, these claims were brushed 
under the carpet. Not anymore; the 
hard work of those living in these 
conditions has seen attentions rise.
   Alex Di Guisseppe has found 
himself embroiled within the fight 

MEN INVESTIGATES THE ‘REAL COST’  OF THE NATIONAL CLADDING SCANDAL ON LOCAL LEASEHOLDERS

If I do have to pay a significant 
amount out for this cladding, 
we would have to cancel our 

wedding.

Julie Holland 

 Grenfell Tower Wooden cladding 
in City Gate

City Gate aprtment 
complex with silver 
ACM Cladding cover-
ing the stairwell.
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for justice, taking on responsibility 
for those in City Gate, as well as 
those living in similar conditions 
across Manchester. He said: “I 
don’t want to be doing this if I’m 
honest, I would much rather be 
spending my time doing other 
things. I guess I feel like I have a 
duty of care to myself and every-
one I live with.
   “We buy these apartments in 
good faith assuming their safety. 
We buy in the hope that the value 
will increase and now we have 
taken a massive financial hit.
   “I leave here everyday thinking: 
Jesus, is my flat going to be here 
when I get back?
   “This would be front page news, 
day in day out, if it wasn’t 
for Brexit. People tell 
me that all the time.”
   Alex co-runs a 
mobilised com-
mittee of lease-
holders, and has 
been encourag-
ing others to do 
the same. Now 
under the collec-
tive title of MCR 
Cladiators, nine 
Manchester and 
Salford blocks have 
come together to use 
their strength as a collective. 
   One of the very few success sto-
ries in this battle for funding is that 
of Manchester’s Green Quarter, 
headed up by Fran Reddington. 

Residents of the block, in lobbying 
buildings developer and owner, 
were able to secure funding to 
replace the cladding. However, 
with work set to start in April 2020, 
conditions for residents haven’t 
improved at all. 
   On Friday May 4, at 5am, a fire 
broke out in Green Quarter’s Vallea 
Court. The building had no sprin-
kler system fitted, so had to rely 
on a ‘waking watch’ to evacuate 
the building. “We’ve had worrying 
feedback from some residents that 
they managed to just sleep through 
the whole thing.
    “It wasn’t a massive fire thank-
fully, I couldn’t even imagine what 
would happen if it was something 

more significant.” Said Fran.
   Whilst no one was hurt 

and the emergency 
response was quick, 

residents are far 
from settled 
following what 
must have been 
a terrifying 
ordeal. She 
continued: “One 

guy told us he’s 
bought a rope 

ladder, another girl 
was talking about 

how she plans to throw 
her mattress down. These are 

things you didn’t think you’d have 
to plan for. That near miss has put 
people on high alert. 
   “Last year one of the balconies 

set on fire, and they (fire depart-
ment) said it was due to the sun. 
With summer coming around again 
people are really uneasy.”
   The fire service stated that the fire 
was caused by an electrical fault in 
the lift shaft. So, even despite all 
the hard work by residents, keeping 
themselves and the building safe, 
fires are being caused devoid of 
human error.
   On a national level, the true scale 
of the issue comes to life. The UK 
Cladding Action Group (UKCAG) 
have been collecting detailed data, 
that has been made available to 
MEN. UKCAG took responses 
from almost 200 residents, in 21 
building blocks across 10 bor-
oughs. Will Martin, a student 
doctor and one of those responsible 
for gathering this information, said: 
“Any health minister worth his 
weight should be responding to this 
and addressing this. The ramifica-
tions on our current health service, 
which already has huge pressure on 
it, are massive.
   “The governments current inac-
tion is creating nothing short of a 
mental health crises.”
   In sharing our collective data, 
Will confirmed the strains felt in 
Manchester are echoed across the 
nation. He said: “The figure you 
are quoting really substantiates our 
claims and evidences the fact for 
18 months we’ve been in limbo. 
It’s really starting to take a toll on 
peoples mental health.”

   The survey uncovered some truly 
shocking statistics, such as 64.8% 
of respondents stating that their 
mental health had been ‘hugely 
affected’ by the ongoing situation, 
8.7% stated that they had suicidal 
thoughts or feelings and 38.3% 
were using alcohol as a coping 
mechanism. 
   Thanks to a Freedom of Infor-
mation request shared by shadow 
housing secretary Sarah Jones, 
we know that an estimated 40,000 
leaseholders find themselves in this 
situation. If you extrapolate this 
data to fit 40,000 instead of 196, 
the numbers are sickening; that’s 
an estimated 3480 people suffering 
with suicidal thoughts as a direct 
result of this scandal.
   These people live in such danger-
ous conditions that the government 
won’t release which blocks are 
involved, due to the potential risk 
of arson. The issues go beyond 
housing blocks as well; “There are 

many many more buildings, there 
are some in the social sector that 
are yet to be remedied. There are 
about 30 hotels in the UK, there are 
hospitals as well, schools and lots 
of student accommodation.” Said 
Will.
   In the 24 hours following the 
Notre Dam fire, €700million was 
raised to remedy the damage. No 
one lives there, no one sleeps there 
and no one died as a result of the 
fire. Will continued: “It does leave 
a somewhat bitter taste in one 
mouth that very few philanthropists 
came out to help the residents of 
Grenfell. No one is coming out to 
support the 40,000 leaseholders 
that find themselves in this mess. 
   “No one lost their lives in Notre 
Dam and yet we already have a 
pot of money that far exceeds the 
amount of money required to make 
buildings safe and make sure lives 
are not at risk.”

ACM cladded Green 
Quarter evacuated 
after ‘near miss’ fire.

Pyjama clad tenants 
make their way back 
up to Vallea Court.

Residents were saying smoke 
filled the hallways and they were 
having to put jackets over their 

mouth in order to escape.

Fran Reddington


